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Abstract. Mindful of the threat Boko Haram terrorism poses to Nigeria, the Nigerian state, even 
before the Boko Haram terrorist’s attacks, had made commendable strides towards preventing 
and combating terrorism in the country. The article critically analyses the antecedent of Boko 
Haram crisis in Nigeria. It also argues that a more effective implementation of strategies support-
ing counter-terrorism initiatives will not only help rid the North-East region of terrorist activities 
and associated threats, but will also help combat other criminal aspects of Nigerian society and 
security threats. Nonetheless, if the drivers of Nigeria’s counter-terrorism agenda do not steer clear 
of historical development of Boko Haram crisis in line with its justification and socio-economic toll 
of Boko Haram Islamic militant movement in Nigeria, it is probable that the counter-terrorism ef-
forts of the state would be counter-productive, potentially undermining its own security.
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Introduction

After a prolonged international debate 
on Boko Haram Islamic militant move-
ment, the US Department of State “an-
nounced the designation of Boko Haram 
as Foreign Terrorist Organisations (FTO) 
under Section 219 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as amended” and also la-
beled the Islamic militant movement as 
“Specially Designated Global Terrorists 
under Section 1(b) of Executive Order 
(EO) 13224” (Onuorah, 2013). The Boko 
Haram Islamic militant movement has 
been responsible for thousands of deaths 
and displacement of thousands of people in 
the North-East region of Nigeria, including 
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dozens of attacks on churches and mosques, targeted killings of civilians and injured 
dozens more.1 

By all accounts, Boko Haram Islamic militant movement’s violence in Nigeria has been 
one of the greatest sources of human suffering and destruction in the last few years 
and perhaps one of the greatest threats to human and societal security and well-being 
today. Boko Haram Islamic militant movement started to like the action of a pouting 
child, merely seeking attention. That, perhaps, explains why both federal and North-East 
region state government initially treated Boko Haram, an Islamic militant movement 
wreaking havoc in Nigeria since 2009, with kid gloves. Not until members of the Islamic 
militant movement launched suicidal attacks on choice locations in the North-East states 
(Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba, and Yobe), of Nigeria, did the authorities 
wake up to the rude fact that terrorism, a problem hitherto considered the exclusive 
preserve of some remote locations, had birthed in the country.

The attack on the United Nations building in Abuja, which claimed 26 lives, coming after 
the devastating attack on the headquarters of the Nigeria Police, where eight people 
were killed, gave the Islamic militant movement the international recognition it so 
craved for, just as it forced the federal government to own up to the fact that it is deal-
ing with a Frankenstein monster. By the time the Islamic militant movement punctured 
the myth of inviolability of the traditional city of Kano, killing 162 people on January 
20, 2012, three months before it returned to kill 16 people, barely two weeks after it 
killed 40 in neighboring Kaduna in April 2012, the security agencies knew that they 
were up against an unusual enemy. Now, the battleground has grown to include the 
six states of Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba, and Yobe, which are currently 
under the siege of Boko Haram Islamic militant movement (BBC, 2013). The unend-
ing bloodbath in Nigeria’s North-East region, occasioned by the relentless assault by 
the Boko Haram Islamic militant movement, has left deep scars on Nigeria. By all ac-
counts, Boko Haram is a cellular, hierarchical and ideologically bound movement with 
a supreme decision-making body known as the Shura Council that meets regularly 
to make decisions on its targets and activities. It is also safe to say that Boko Haram 
remains today a lethal movement whose operations have inflicted pain and suffering 
on many and who have reconfigured and disfigured the North-East region of Nigeria 
(Owuamanam et al., 2012:1-2).

In Nigeria, Boko Haram has been overwhelmingly local, targeting innocent civilians 
and security forces. Nevertheless, the extremist jihadist movement’s shared ideological 

1 Recent Report from United Nations humanitarian office (OCHA), August 2014 indicated that 
attacks by Boko Haram Islamists in Nigeria’s crisis-hit north-east have killed more than 10,000 
people since 2009 and 436,608 people have been displaced in the three states-Adamawa, 
Borno and Yobe.
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belief and modus operandi with other Islamic militant movement across the African 
region must be taken on board in seeking solutions to the mayhem (Stewart, 2013). In 
this article, several central questions are examined. Who are the people that constitute 
Boko Haram, and where did they come from? What are the justifications claimed by 
the group for their killings? What are the economic implications of the insurgency? 
Analytically, there is little hope of discerning how Boko Haram will end if we do not first 
understand how they began or what drives them. From a normative perspective, the 
task of prescribing solutions is at worst ad hoc, and at best merely palliative, without 
a proper diagnosis of the origin, justification and the economic impact of Boko Haram 
on the society. In the final analysis, ending Nigeria’s Boko atrocities in ways that will 
promote genuine peace or stability is highly dependent on analysis of the back and forth, 
action and reaction, between federal and state governments and terrorists.

The Genesis of Boko Haram Islamic Militant Movement in Nigeria: A Trail of Blood

Nigeria has a long history of religious, and political conflicts, many of which were sup-
pressed only under military regimes. Despite the heavy-handed tactics of the dictators, 
some of these religious or political conflicts came to the fore, the best example being 
the 1980s violence in and around the city of Kano that was associated with a Muslim 
preacher and self-proclaimed prophet, Mohammed Marwa or “Maitatsine” (a Hausa 
word meaning ‘the one who damns’). After thousands of deaths, including Marwa, his 
movement was largely wiped out in the early 1990s, although some maintain that Boko 
Haram is an extension of the Maitatsine riots. Many religious conflicts and the move-
ments that fight them found more freedom after the return to civilian rule in Nigeria, 
in 1999 (Nwanze, 2014). One such movement is Jama’atu Ahlus-Sunnah Lidda’Awati 
Wal Jihad ((People Committed to the Prophet’s Teachings for Propagation and Jihad)), 
which became the Boko Haram Islamic militant movement.

Boko Haram, which translates as “Western education is forbidden” in Hausa, originated 
in and around Maiduguri, the largest and capital city of the Borno State (Nwanze, 2014). 
Starting out as a radical Islamic movement at the Ndimi Mosque in Maiduguri, in 2002, 
they saw society, particularly the government of Mala Kachalla, as irredeemably corrupt. 
So, in the middle of 2002, the Islamic movement, under its founder, Mohammed Ali, 
embarked on a hijra to Kanama, in Yobe State. In Islam, a hijra is a journey from the bad 
world to go and be closer to God. The Prophet undertook one, from Mecca to Medina. 
Usman dan Fodio (Fulani religious and political leader of the early 1800s) also under-
took his own hijra, to Gudu, when Yunfa (a king in Hausa land) wanted to kill him.2 The 

2 Yunfa (reigned 1801–1808) was a king of the Hausa city-state of Gobir in what is now Nigeria. 
He is particularly remembered for his conflict with Islamic reformer Usman dan Fodio. Yunfa 
appears to have been taught by Fulani religious leader Usman dan Fodio as a young man. 
Though dan Fodio helped Yunfa succeed Nafata to the throne in 1801, the two soon came 
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hijra to Kanama is probably where Mohammed Ali and his Islamic movement had their 
first foreign contact. While there, more members joined; some of these new members 
were the children of influential northerners, such as the son of Yobe’s governor at the 
time, Bukar Abba Ibrahim. Bukar Abba Ibrahim is now a senator, and his son’s involve-
ment meant that the Islamic movement was, in a typically Nigerian style, more or less 
immune from punishment in Kanama (Nwanze, 2014). 

Toward the end of 2003, the Islamic movement had a communal clash with the Kanama 
community over fishing rights, which led to police involvement. In the crisis that fol-
lowed, they defeated the police, which, in turn, led to the army getting involved, and the 
revolt was crushed. The founder, Mohammed Ali, was killed, and the Islamic movement 
scattered. A few of the survivors, including a chap called Abubakar Bin Shekau, went 
north to the training camps in the Sahara desert. The other survivors of the Battle of 
Kanama returned to Maiduguri and reintegrated into the Ndimi Mosque, where they 
were now led by Mohammed Yusuf, then embarked on the process of establishing the 
movement’s own mosque in Maiduguri. This new mosque, named the Ibn Taimiyyah 
Masjid, was built on land to the north of the center of the town, near the railway station. 
The land on which the new mosque was built was donated by Baba Fugu Mohammed, 
Mohammed Yusuf’s father- in-law. Baba Fugu Mohammed was an influential, but mod-
erate figure, who was never a full member, and later murdered by the movement. His 
crime was attempting to negotiate with former President Olusegun Obasanjo after 
things got out of hand (Nwanze, 2014). 

After the death of Baba Fugu Mohammed, Boko Haram was apparently left alone by 
the federal and state governments, and it expanded into other states. In that time, they 
started a farm, provided employment for their members, provided welfare for those 
members who could not work, and gave training to those who could. The Islamic militant 
movement provided an alternative to the federal and North-East state governments 
of the day, and this very viability attracted more members and many zakat donations 
from prominent members of the Northern elites. The only incident that brought them 
to intenational arena was in 2007, when Sheikh Ja’afar Mahmoud Adam was murdered. 
Ja’afar had started criticizing the Islamic militant movement and predicted that someday, 
because of their extremist ideologies, they would clash with the government. 

It is generally believed that Mohammed Yusuf ordered his murder. For another two years 
after the Ja’afar assassination, they were left largely alone, growing and attracting more 
followers (Walker, 2012). Then, in 2009, the government of Ali Modu Sheriff banned 

into conflict over dan Fodio’s proposed religious reforms. Fearing dan Fodio’s growing power, 
Yunfa summoned him and attempted to assassinate him in person; however, Yunfa’s pistol 
backfired and wounded him in the hand. The following year, Yunfa expelled dan Fodio and 
his followers from their hometown of Degel.
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riding bikes without the use of helmets. This seemingly innocuous event is what led to 
the meltdown. Five months later, a prominent member of Boko Haram Islamic move-
ment died, and a large number of them were on the way to bury him (Adesoji, 2010: 97). 
They were stopped by the police, who quizzed them about their lack of helmets, as the 
new law dictated. An argument began, and in the process, shots were fired. People on 
both sides were injured, and violence escalated. Boko Haram attacked in Bauchi, Borno, 
and Yobe States, killing several police officers. In Maiduguri, they took over the major 
towns, and they controlled it for days, until the army was called in to help. Eventually, 
the army regained control and arrested many Boko Haram Islamic militant members, 
including Mohammed Yusuf (Walker, 2012: 3).

However, while Mohammed Yusuf was in police custody, he died. According to the police, 
he died “while trying to escape.” Boko Haram, on their part, says that he was murdered 
extra-judicially, in cold blood (Sani, 2011: 17). There is evidence that Mohammed Yusuf’s 
arrest, and an eventual trial, would have exposed some prominent members of the 
Boko Haram Islamic militant movement. One of the Boko Haram movement members 
killed at that time was a former Borno state Commissioner, Buji Foi, who was shot in 
the back by police officers (Walker, 2012: 4). Besides Yusuf and Foi, a large number of 
people were also shot down by the police without trial. For Boko Haram, the police at-
tacks were the beginning of a war for revenge and survival. Abubakar Shekau, who had 
returned to Nigeria and who had become Mohammed Yusuf’s right-hand man, relocated 
the movement to the border between the North-East region of Nigeria and Northern 
region of Cameroon. Abubakar Bin Shekau adopted the Al-Qaeda model and broke the 
Islamic militant movement into cells that are largely independent of each other.

Sometime in 2010, Boko Haram returned to Maiduguri and started a campaign of as-
sassinations. This campaign began with hit-and-run attacks against police checkpoints 
in Borno and Yobe states. The movement’s favored method was to steal a motorcycle, 
whereby the pillion rider would kill the police officers and seize their weapons. Gunmen 
also forced their way into the homes of local religious and political leaders who had 
cooperated with the police by naming Boko Haram members. The people who had 
taken over houses formerly belonging to escaped Boko Haram members were also 
killed if they refused to leave. On Christmas Eve 2010, as many as half a dozen bombs 
were detonated near churches and a market in two districts of Jos, Plateau State, killing 
scores of people (Ostebo, 2012: 4-5). 

At the time, it was not assumed to be a Boko Haram attack; it was thought to be a nasty 
twist to the long-standing ethnic-political conflict there. Then, on New Year’s Eve 2010, 
a bomb was detonated in a popular open-air fish restaurant and market inside the 
grounds of the Mogadishu barrack, just outside Abuja, killing ten. While it sits very close 
to a military barracks, the market was frequented mostly by civilians and was relatively 
loosely protected. Initially, it was not certain that either bombing had been carried 
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out by Boko Haram. There had been a bombing three months before, at a ceremony in 
Abuja marking the fiftieth anniversary of the country’s independence, for which Boko 
Haram was not implicated. 

But in early 2011, an FBI investigation concluded that the Mogadishu barracks bomb 
was constructed using the same techniques as devices in Jos, and suspicion fell on Boko 
Haram Islamic militant movement. These attacks showed that the movement was pre-
pared to strike vulnerable spots and cause civilian casualties. It launched its bombing 
campaign in Jos, a city already tense with Muslim–Christian divisions, and it showed 
the federal and state governments that it was able to reach them in Abuja (Marchal, 
2012). During the first few months of 2011, the Islamic militant movement’s targets 
for assassination operations in Maiduguri widened beyond the original focus on police 
and other authorities.

In February 2011, for example, a pharmacist in Maiduguri, not believed to have had 
any previous connection to the movement’s treatment by the police, was murdered in 
a robbery neighbors attributed to Boko Haram. Cash and a large amount of medical 
supplies were taken from his shop. A member of the Islamic militant movement, who 
identified himself as “Abu Dujana”, said that anyone whom the movement declared an 
“enemy” would be killed. Abu Dujana also said that the Islamic militant movement had 
not ruled out the use of suicide bombers in its attacks (Onapajo et al., 2012:347). The 
Islamic militant movement began to rob banks, cash-in-transit convoys and successful 
businesses, not only in Maiduguri, but also in Bauchi, where the movement remains 
strong. The Boko Haram Islamic militant movement claims it is permitted to do this 
by the Quran, as the money it takes is considered to be the “spoils of war” (Pérouse 
de Montclos, 2012:148). A source, who has followed the Boko Haram Islamic militant 
movement closely, estimates that the movement has gained approximately 500 mil-
lion naira (about $3 million, or £2 million) from such robberies, but such claims are 
unverifiable (Onwubiko, 2012:7).

It seems that Boko Haram underwent a dramatic transformation under Abubakar Bin 
Shekau. In retrospect, its transformation began when Al Jazeera had an interview with 
Abu Musab Abdel Wadoud (also known as Abdelmalek Droukdel), the Emir of Al-Qaeda 
in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). The head of Al Qaeda’s North African franchise stated 
that his Islamic militant movement would provide Boko Haram Islamic militant move-
ment with all the necessary support in order to expand its own ambit in the neighbor-
ing countries. His intention was not only to gain “strategic depth” but also to “defend 
Muslims in Nigeria and stop the advance of a minority of Crusaders”. At that time, this 
claim was widely dismissed, both because Droukdel was known for outsized ambitions 
and because he was having difficulties with some more dynamic southern commanders 
within AQIM (Onuoha, 2011:143). Droukdel’s pronouncement was not as shocking as 
the unanticipated reappearance of Abubakar bin Muhammad Shekau, who was thought 
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to have been killed during the revolt in Kanama, when he showed up in a video that 
could be described as “Classic Al Qaeda.” Having on a headdress and bordered by an 
AK-47 and a stack of religious books, Shekau announced himself the new head of Boko 
Haram Islamic militant movement and assured vengeance: “Do not think jihad is over. 
Rather jihad has just begun” (Thomson, 2012:46). 

Significantly, he threatened attacks not only against the Nigerian state but also against 
“outposts of Western culture”. In an issued manifesto, he linked the jihad being fought 
by Boko Haram with the global jihadist efforts, especially that of “the soldiers of Allah 
in the Islamic State of Iraq and Libya” (Usigbe, 2012: 1). Shekau’s reappearance seemed 
to be the gateway to a series of subsequent attacks from the Boko Haram. This was 
evident a few months later, in September 2010, when Boko Haram members broke 
into a Nigerian prison in Bauchi State and freed more than a hundred of their fellow 
members who had been awaiting trial since the previous year’s uprising. In the process 
of the assault, which involved the use of bombs and automatic weapons, the Islamic 
militant movement also released more than 750 other prisoners and scattered leaflets 
warning of further impending violence. This promise was rapidly fulfilled. Six days to 
the end of 2010, the Boko Haram Islamic militant movement set off a string of seven 
improvised explosive devices in Plateau State. The bombings, which targeted Christian 
communities, left more than thirty dead and scores of others wounded. Boko Haram 
subsequently carried out a number of other attacks, mainly through small improvised 
explosive devices thrown from moving vehicles or planted near targets in Maiduguri 
and Bauchi, aimed primarily at candidates in the 2011 elections that it had denounced 
(Eveslage, 2012).

The intention for their action is not far to seek. The elections, considered by Islamist 
hardliners to be a forbidden “innovation” [bid’ah] imposed by the West, were already 
contentious in that a significant number of Muslims, especially in the North-East region 
of Nigeria, deeply resented the candidacy of President Goodluck Jonathan, a southern 
Christian who succeeded President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, a northern Muslim, after the 
latter’s unexpected death. The decision of President Goodluck Jonathan to seek a full 
term in his own right upset the informal compact within the ruling People’s Democratic 
Party, wherein the presidency is alternated every eight years between Christians, who 
dominate the South-South region of the country, and Muslims, who dominate the North. 
Meanwhile, Boko Haram Islamic militant movement continued to target Muslim figures 
who opposed their mode of operations and their ideological beliefs. 

The mounting toll of victims included the brother of the Emir of Borno Ibrahim Ahmad 
Abdullahi Bolori, a prominent Maiduguri cleric who criticized Boko Haram, Ibrahim 
Birkuti, a cleric in the south of Borno State, who was also well known for his criticisms of 
the Islamic militant movement, the traditional ruler of the Kanuri people of North-East 
region of Nigeria, and the traditional rulers of South-East of Niger, North-West of Nigeria, 
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and North-Central of Nigeria. By June 2011, Boko Haram Islamic militant movement 
showed a significant tactical and operational advance in its capabilities when it launched 
a suicide attack using a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device against the national 
police headquarters in Abuja. A car laden with explosives drove into the compound of 
Louis Edet House, a block of offices previously thought secure in Abuja’s government 
zone, by following a convoy of senior officers through the gates (Bazoum, 2012:12). 

It is believed that the driver aimed to put the car near the entrance stairway as the senior 
officers entered, but he was directed to the back of the building by guards, where the 
bomb detonated in the car park. At the time, it was questioned whether the bombing was 
meant to be a suicide attack, because it was possible that the bomber had been delayed 
in Abuja traffic, but in August 2011 remaining doubts were removed when a man drove 
a car into the UN compound in Abuja and detonated a massive bomb, killing 26 people 
and wounding scores more. Interestingly, just a few days before the attack in Abuja, 
Boko Haram had issued a statement in which it boasted ominously, for the first time, 
of ties to Islamic militant movement in Somalia: “Very soon, we will wage jihad . . . our 
jihadists have arrived in Nigeria from Somalia where they received training on warfare 
from our brethren who made that country indocile” (Nigerian Daily Trust, 2013:18).

The attack on the UN compound, the first by the Boko Haram Islamic militant move-
ment against an international target, as well as the video it subsequently released of the 
bomber offering praise to slain Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden and referring to the 
United Nations as a “forum of all global evil,” puts it squarely in the ranks of extremist 
jihadist terrorists who have specifically targeted United Nations agencies in Ethiopia, 
Kenya, and Afghanistan. Other serious attacks have included bombings on Christmas 
Day 2011, when bombs were detonated in three states (Niger, Plateau and Yobe) kill-
ing 43 people (Nigerian Tribune, 2013:16). The rising toll of these attacks launched 
Boko Haram into world news and established it as an Islamic militant movement with 
the technical and doctrinal capacity to produce suicide bombers (Onuorah, 2011:64). 
Scott Stewart (2013), Security Intelligence analysts at Stratfor, say building successful 
suicide weapons, like the ones used in Abuja against police headquarters and the United 
Nations compound, is very difficult.

To perform two successful detonations is a good evidence that there is a foreign hand 
involved in training Boko Haram Islamic militant movement. The type of explosives the 
movement uses is common in mining and construction. There are plenty of sources of 
such explosives in the North-East region of Nigeria. The way the Boko Haram movement 
contacted the outside world also changed about this time. A local journalist says that 
Boko Haram tightened its telephone discipline, collecting the numbers of journalists 
it wanted to contact rather than having journalists call contacts they had made in the 
organization (Nigerian Vanguard, 2011:2). A Boko Haram spokesman with the nom de 
guerre of “Abu Qaqa” began contacting journalists to claim attacks. The federal govern-
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ment later claimed that it had captured him, but Boko Haram says that another member 
had been captured and that Qaqa is still active. The purported leader of the Islamic 
militant movement, Abubakar Shekau, Yusuf’s former right-hand man, also began to 
post videos on YouTube at this time. 

Since August 2011, there have been almost weekly attacks by militants planting bombs 
in public places or in churches in Nigeria’s North-East region of Nigeria. Boko Haram 
has also broadened its targets, away from direct revenge attacks, on the Nigerian state 
to include other representations of authority. This expansion includes setting fire to 
schools and attacking newspaper offices. Within the same year, 2011, some 12 public 
schools in Maiduguri were burned down during the night, with as many as 10,000 
pupils forced out of education (Nigerian Punch, 2012:12). Three alleged members of 
Boko Haram were killed while trying to set fire to a school. The Islamic militant move-
ment has told local journalists that these attacks are in retaliation for the arrests of a 
number of Islamic teachers from traditional “Tsangaya” Quranic schools in Maiduguri. 

In the Tsangaya system of schools, clerics teach children to memorize the Quran. These 
schools, some with only a few children, some very large, operate not only in Nigeria, but 
also across the whole of the Sahel. The children, known as Almajiris, come to the city 
from the countryside. Many beg during the day and give their money to the teacher, or 
mallam, who runs the school. Boko Haram also says that it is attacking the government 
school system in retaliation for what it says is the government’s attack on the Tsangaya 
system as a whole. There has also been an increase in reports of people being beheaded 
in public by Boko Haram. It is believed that these might be internal purges of moder-
ate members, or members of the group who have been arrested, and can therefore no 
longer be trusted. After the attack on the United Nations, there was an intensification 
of the violence, which included a number of complex operations.

There was the case of a community called Barma in Damaturu, the capital of Yobe State, 
which involved attacks on various government institutions (Akande, 2011:1-2). There 
are other reported explosions elsewhere, including the coordinated attacks in Borno 
state, which left two hundred of people dead and many injured. The attacks in Damaturu 
and Maiduguri were consistent with the ultimatum that the Boko Haram movement 
issued, demanding that Christians should leave the North-East region of Nigeria. While 
Abubakar Bin Shekau asserts success in his evidently proven leadership for organizing 
a pace of coordinated attacks, the organization still comprises a composite of different 
actors, ranging from fanatical Islamist movements to disaffected citizens and to oppor-
tunistic Boko militants and hooligans, including some who have been encouraged by 
politicians who are keen on exploiting the ensuing violence and instability to advance 
their own political agendas (AFP, 2013).

Perversely, both the government and the Islamic militants movement have found it 
convenient to ascribe as much of the disorder in the North-East region of Nigeria to 



50

Conflict Studies Quarterly

Boko Haram. A case in point is the killing of two European hostages in March 2012, 
following a failed rescue operation by British and Nigerian forces. In January 2012, 
three groups of gunmen and suicide bombers coordinated attacks on three govern-
ment buildings in Kano-the police headquarters, the office of the immigration service, 
and the State Security Service. More than 200 people were killed. Boko Haram has also 
continued its involvement in the longstanding conflict between indigenous groups and 
Hausa/Fulani “settlers” in Plateau State. Most of the violence in the area has a connec-
tion to Boko Haram, and in February 2012 a suicide car bomb was detonated at a Jos 
church (Nigerian Vanguard, 2013:24). A few days later, in March 2012, another suicide 
bomb was detonated outside St. Finbar’s Church in Rayfield, Jos, near the Plateau state 
government house. Nineteen people were killed in police retaliatory tit-for-tat attacks 
immediately following those bombings. These revenge killings probably outraged the 
Muslims, who had not been associated with the bombings.

In August 2013, after having carried out more than half-dozen small attacks on govern-
ment officials and churches, Boko Haram carried out another major attack by sending 
gunmen into Izge Rana, a Christian village in Borno. Ninety people were killed, and 
many were wounded. There have been deadly bombs and gun attacks on the offices of 
This Day newspaper in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja and Kaduna, on the Catholic 
Chapel in Bayero University Kano, and on a cattle market in Yobe. Dozens were killed in 
each attack (Nigerian Punch, 2013:18). If more pre-emptive measures are not taken to 
confront Boko Haram new breadth in areas and strategic styles of operation, the eventual 
establishment of mini waziristans in its domiciled North-East region is a real possibility. 

Boko Haram grabbed world headlines in 2014. In February, the group killed more than 
100 Christian men in the villages of Boron Baga and Izghe and also later killed 59 
students in the same village’s Federal Government College, in the North-East region of 
Nigeria. By April 14, 2014, Boko Haram Islamic militant movement gained international 
notoriety by kidnapping approximately 276 female students from Government School 
in Chibok, a Christian village in Borno State. They broke into the school around 3:00 
a.m., shooting the guards and killing one soldier. The students, 400, were taken away 
in trucks, possibly into the Konduga area of the Sambisa Forest where Boko Haram 
Islamic militant movement is known to have fortified camps. Houses in Chibok were 
also burned down in the incidents. Britain, the United States, France and other interna-
tional actors, including civil society groups, have pledged to channel efforts at rescuing 
the kidnapped girls.

Boko Haram Islamic Militant Movement’s Jihadist Justification

Both Islamic history and Jihadist perspective are dominated by dichotomies. In Islamic 
history, in the North-East region of Nigeria, the two principal branches of Islam are 
separated by a religious conflict between majority Sunnis and minority Shia. Aside 
from the differences in theological interpretation, their relationship has been charac-
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terized by centuries of enmity and armed conflict. Though Islamic extremist jihadists 
can come from both branches, Islamic militant movement ideology is found to divide 
along party lines. As an example, the justification used by the Boko Haram Islamic 
militant movement differs from the predominantly Sunni perspective of other Islamic 
militant movements such as Al Shabaab, Maghreb, and so forth (Sani, 2011). A clear 
demarcation between good and evil is central to extremist jihadist reasoning. In their 
interpretation, “good” is characterized by a rigid fundamentalist perspective of Islamic 
belief and practice.

Sani (2011) characterizes Jihadist Islamism as a religious totalitarianism: “the phe-
nomenon of Islamism combines a totalizing movement and the ideology of political 
religion”. Conversely, “bad” is defined by Islamists as nonbelievers who fail to submit to 
Allah’s will by converting to Islam. In the jihadist parlance, those who reject religious 
conversion to Islam are “infidels.” More specifically, Islamic militant movements have 
politically and inaccurately modified the Muslim concept of “kafir” – an atheist – to be 
synonymous with nonbeliever (Sani, 2011). As Obafemi (2009) noted, demonizing the 
enemy is a facet of the jihadist mentality. Using a heuristic model to explain the ter-
rorist mindset, Laqueur (2004:54) posits that the development of an extremist ideol-
ogy involves a four-stage process. In the first “context” stage, the terrorist cites some 
undesirable state of affairs or condition (i.e., social or economic deprivation), claiming 
“they are not right”. The second “comparison” stage consists of an allegation that the 
deprivation created an inequality that is “not fair”. Third, during the “attribution” stage, 
the extremist blames the perpetrator by professing “it’s your fault”. In the final fourth 
“reaction” stage, the ideologists demonizes their enemy, declaring “you are evil” in an 
effort to focus their resentment on the chosen enemy. Islamists demonize and target 
their near and far enemies (Laqueur, 2004:57). Obafemi (2009) argues that jihadists 
and Islamists consider the near governments of Muslim nations that are corrupt, secular, 
or subject to Western hegemony or influence to be adversaries.

Their failure to install an Islamic fundamentalist leadership and establish Sharia legal 
systems aligns them with Western infidels. Islamists also target the Western nations as 
enemies, typically blaming them for abuses perpetrated against Muslims and Muslim 
countries. Moreover, Islamists accuse Western governments of working to destroy 
Islam (Albert, 2012:8). When taken together, Islamists vilify and target a wide range 
of adversaries under the aegis of global purification. Given the framework of Islamist 
jihad, no peaceful compromise is possible. Islamists have launched a dichotomous non-
negotiable cosmic war between evil (i.e. Western ideology) and good (i.e. radical Islamic 
fundamentalism). The eschatological nature of the Islamist and jihadist design bespeaks 
finality and fatalism. The predisposition ingredients to Boko Haram insurgency could 
therefore be located largely in the real or perceived discrepancy between the preferred 
way of life (to maintain the sanctity of orthodox Islam) and the actual state of their 
existence (secular state).
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The voice of the few elements that initially reacted to the perceived dissonance has gar-
nered popular support. In effect, the personal dissonance grows to become group-level 
grievances and discontentment. By this means, a micro-level dissonance is transformed 
into a macro-level phenomenon that agrees with what Sani (2011b) refers to as rela-
tive deprivation and largely provides an explanation to what Sani (2011b) refers to as 
precipitating or accelerating factors. The discrepancies could manifest within economic, 
social, cultural, political and religious spheres as these issues form the micro level of 
analysis that could be regarded as the structural background conditions operating at 
the individual level. Islamization of Nigeria under the Sharia law has always been the 
motive behind Boko Haram Islamic militant movement in the North-East region of 
Nigeria. Indeed, Sani (2011a) noted that Islamization of Nigeria was the major disposi-
tion factor behind the Jihad of Usman Dan Fodio in 1804. Sani also reported that Boko 
Haram Islamic militant movement believed in the Quranic verse that states, “Anyone 
who is not governed by what Allah has revealed is among the transgressors” (Quran 6, 
49) (Sani, 2011a). For this reason, Abubakar bin Muhammad Shekau submitted that: 

We would continue to fight until Islam is well established and the Muslims regain 
their freedom all over Nigeria. We would never be ready to compromise, and we 
don’t need amnesty. The only solution to what is happening is for the government 
to repent, jettison democracy, drop the constitution, and adopt the laws in the Holy 
Qur’an (Sani, 2011b).

The Economic Implications of Boko Haram 
Islamic Militant Movement in Nigeria

There is no doubt that the burden of Boko Haram on the Nigerian people has been ex-
tremely heavy. First of all, Nigeria had lost more than a thousand of people in the last 
four years. This number includes both victims of the terrorist attacks-civilians, police 
officers and military personnel, as well as terrorists killed in shootouts. In addition to 
the casualties, the economic burden of Islamic militant movement has been significant. 
Nigerian government has increase his security budget to 668.54 billion naira to deal 
with the Boko Haram Islamic militant movement in 2014.3

3 According to the report from Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), the 
War on Terrorism in Nigeria raised military expenditure to a staggering $2.327 billion (N372.3 
billion) in 2012 alone, ranking Nigeria among countries at war in Africa. For example, while 
government spent $1.067 billion in 2006, when there was relative peace, though the Niger 
Delta militancy had begun to take its toll on the country, by 2009 when the Boko Haram 
crisis erupted in the North-East, the expenditure rose to $1.825 billion. In 2010, a huge sum 
of $2.143 billion was spent in procuring military hardware, and the figure rose to a soaring 
$2.386 billion in 2011. In 2012, the total budget for security was N921.91 billion, close to a 
record of N 1 trillion, which attracted much criticism from various segments of the society, 
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When this sum is compared with the former national security budget for Nigeria (as of 
2008, it equaled 100 billion dollars), the significance of this cost can be better under-
stood. Considering additional resources that were paid out to deal with other criminal 
Islamic militant movements, the loss of tourism revenue, structural losses to terror-
ism and other uncalculated burdens, it is quite apparent that Islamic criminal militant 
movement forced Nigeria to allocate most of its economic resources to deal with Boko 
Haram Islamic militant movement, thus weakening its economy.

In addition to the many causalities and the enormous financial burden, the sociological 
and cultural effect of Boko Haram Islamic militant movement on the Nigerian popu-
lation is another vital aspect of Islamic militant movement criminal atrocities. The 
high number of terrorist incidents caused fear and panic especially between 2009 and 
2014. Also, the numbers seem high after the year 2012, despite military crackdown 
and declaration of a state of emergency in three major states in the North-East region 
of Nigeria. During those years, the Islamic militant movement deeply affected Nigerian 
society, and terrorists made advances toward reaching some of their goals of spreading 
fear and panic, weakening Nigeria’s economy and making Nigeria an unstable country 
in the international arena, which, in turn, significantly diminished tourism revenue. In 
fact, to ensure this, Boko Haram Islamic militant movement carried out many terrorist 
attacks against tourists between 2011 and 2014 (Williams, 2012:8). Consequently, in 
accordance with the goals and objectives of Islamic militant movement, Nigeria received 
its share of different kinds of both short and long-term losses and burdens because 
of Boko Haram Islamic militant movement, and there is no doubt that Boko Haram 
Islamic militant movement criminal activities is weakening the Nigerian economy for 
the past four years.

Boko Haram Islamic militant movement’s has affected the economy of north-eastern 
Nigeria, and by extension, the economy of Nigeria significantly. Boko Haram is very 
closely linked to the declining economic conditions and high rates of illiteracy prevail-
ing in the north-east region. The poor and illiterate become easy prey to ideological in 
the north-east region, fundamentalist masterminds who can brainwash, train and use 
them in whatever way they want. The region’s economy has suffered on three accounts: 
first, large amounts of money are being expended on the War On Terrorism (WOT), 

especially when compared to the sum of N348 billion allocated to defence in 2011. In 2013, 
when the military began massive procurement of security equipment to fight Boko Haram 
insurgency that had begun to spread from the North-East to North-West and some parts of 
the North-Central, the Federal Government spent some $2.327 billion. In 2013, the trend 
continued, as the allocation to Defence hit N668.54 billion. The report, indicates that the 
country’s military spending is the 6th highest in Africa, and competed with the expenditures 
of countries like Libya ($2.9 billion), Morocco ($3.4 billion), Angola ($4.1 billion), South Africa 
($4.4 billion) and Algeria ($9.3 billion).
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which could have gone to development; second, many foreign investors and markets 
have been lost due to the insecurity; third, local businesses, industries and livelihoods 
have been lost. 

Energy crises have further crippled the already tumbling economy. It has almost jammed 
the industrial wheel of the region. Owing to frequent power outages, many industrial 
units have been closed. Closure of industries has occasioned loss of jobs and competitive 
edge on a large scale. An energy-starved economy fails to attract foreign investment. The 
poor economic condition of the north-east has not only kept foreign investors away but 
the local ones as well. When the investment climate for businesses and the industrial 
sector are not healthy, the inflow of foreign exchange is checked, which may lead to 
a decline in foreign reserves. Decline in foreign reserves compels the country to seek 
loans from other countries and international financial institutions.

Another major problem is the north-east’s huge debt inchored by incumbent governors 
from their former governors and its continued dependence on financial aid from in-
ternational donors. Moreover, the tax system in the north-east is inefficient and unsat-
isfactory. The ratio of direct taxes is more than indirect taxes. Tax evasion is common. 
The rich are reluctant to pay tax, while the poor are paying tax even on the purchase 
of a matchbox. With unhealthy conditions, the region is likely to face low exports and 
high imports. This is also the case with the industrial sector. Due to inconsistent sup-
ply of electricity to the industrial sector, industries fail do not give optimal output let 
alone surplus production. The production of goods in lesser quantities has affected 
exports from our industrial sector. This makes federal and north-east state governments 
import goods and solicit for billions of naira in order to meet the needs of the masses 
-this causes inflation. Inflation provides an important insight on the north-east states 
of the economy and policies that govern it. Stable inflation not only provides impetus 
for economic growth, but also helps uplift vulnerable stratas of society. The north-east 
in recent years has been in the grip of high inflation, which amongst other things has 
adversely affected the economic health of the region. The overall Consumer Price Index 
(CPI, 2013), a key indicator of inflation, has swelled by 33 per cent in the last four years, 
eroding the purchasing power of the people as the overall economy has not performed 
in line with ever-increasing prices (CPI, 2013).

Moreover, people living in areas affected by domestic terrorism are migrating to other 
relatively safer areas in the region. The north-east has seen the largest internal displace-
ment and migration since the beginning of Boko Haram insurgence in 2009. 650,000 of 
people have abandoned their homes, businesses, possessions and property. This influx 
of people into new areas and their rehabilitation and provision is an economic burden 
for federal and state governments. Unemployment is already prevalent, and now the 
need to provide employment and productive engagement to these migrants has also 
become a serious concern. This displaced portion of population is contributing little or 
nothing worthwhile to the national economy, yet they have to be provided for from it. 
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Last but not least, loss of vibrancy in the tourism industry is also a cause of decline in 
the economy. The region has long been a place of great tourist attraction. The beautiful 
hills, game reserves, the lush green valleys, shimmering lakes and flowing waterfalls 
brought many a tourist to the north-east region. This contributed to foreign exchange. 
The tourism industry was one of the booming sectors of the north-east. Besides attract-
ing foreign exchange, it also provided employment to local people. Also, the tourism 
industry was a source of friendly relations with other countries. Local as well as foreign 
media have projected the region as a dangerous and unsafe place.

Conclusions

Boko Haram Islamic militant movement is, undoubtedly, a criminal and juridical phe-
nomenon requiring a corresponding reaction from the Nigerian state. Therefore, part 
of the policy of counteraction to terrorism is criminal and legal policy. Boko Haram 
Islamic militant movement, no doubt, still harbors ambitions to conduct operations in 
North-East region of Nigeria, its name no longer adequately explains its current strat-
egy. Governments in Nigeria should acknowledge this reality and work more closely 
to prevent the Boko Haram Islamic militant movement from further en trenching itself. 
Better intelligence, mobility, and community focus by the North-East region’s security 
sectors are needed to respond to attacks and target Boko Haram Islamic militant move-
ment bases. At the same time, the governments need to protect livelihoods and create 
economic opportuni ties so as to maintain the divisions that historically have separated 
indigenous North-East communities from Islamic militant movements, which Boko 
Haram Islamic militant movement is actively seeking to bridge. 

Removing the roots that Boko Haram Islamic militant movement is setting down in the 
North-East region of Nigeria is the only way to contain and reverse the growing threat 
it poses to the North-East region. The fact that Boko Haram Islamic militant movement 
has not only survived the harsh reprisals of 2009 but has also since been able to ex-
pand both the reach and scope of its opera tions ought to be a wakeup call to both the 
Nigerian government and the international community. The sui cide bombings targeting 
symbols of Nigerian state authority and international engagement represent a major 
advance in Boko Haram movement’s capabilities and a significant shift in its message. 
The effect not only discredited the efforts of Nigerian security officials to trivialize 
the Islamic militant movement as an insignificant localized problem but also called 
into question the assumptions of security analysts abroad who have long minimized 
the risks violent Islamists posed to Nigeria. The upsurge in attacks in Nigeria, when 
cou pled with developments elsewhere in Africa, are a vivid reminder that extremism 
and violence cannot easily be contained by arbitrary divisions, whether on maps or in 
analytical frameworks. Consequently, the emergence of Boko Haram and its burgeon-
ing capacity for violence ought to be recognized as both a national and transnational 
problem and should be addressed as such.
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